Daniel 2: Shape of the Future (1)
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[Scripture references are from the New King James Version, unless noted
otherwise]
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It was six men of Indostan,
To lzaming much inclinad,
Who went to s22 the Elephant
(Though all of them wer2 blind),
That each by obsarvation
Might satisfy his mind.

The First zpproach’™d the Elephant,
And heppening to &l
Apgainst his broad and sturdy side,
Atonca bagzan to bawl:
““God bless me! but the Elsphant
Iz very like a wall!™

The Second, £aling of the tusk,

Crizd. -“*Ho! what have we hers
So very round and smooth and sharp?

To m= tis mighty claar,
This wondsr of an Elephant
Iz very like a spaar!”

Thea Third approach’d the snimal,
And happaning to taks
The squirming trunk within his hands,
Thus boldly up and spake:
“Is22.” -quoth ha- “‘the Elephant
Is very like 3 snake!”

The Fowrth reachad out an 2ager hand,
And £1t sbout the knse
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The Fifth, who chancad to touch the ear,
Said- “°E’en the blindest man
Cazn t2ll what this rezembles most;

Deny the fct who can,
This marvel of an Elephant
Is very liks 2 &n!”

Tha Sixth no sooner had bazun

About the bazst to grops,

Then, s2izing on ths swinging tail

That £11 within his scops,

*1s22,” <quoth he.- “*the Elephant

Iz very like a ropa!™

And =0 thezs men of Indostan

Disputad loud 2nd long,
Each in his own opinion
Exceading stiff and strong,

Though each was partly in the right,

And zll werz in the wrong!

MORAL,

So, oft in theologic wars
The dizputants, I ween,
Rail on in vtter ignorence
Of what 2ach other mean;

And prat2 about an Elephant

Not on2 of them has z=2on!

(baz=d on the Emous Indian lagend,

*“What most this wondrous baast islike  Doetic version by John Godfey Saxe,

Is mighty plain.”™ -quoth he.-
**“Tis clesr enough the Elephant
Iz very like a tree!™

1816-1387)
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When it comes to interpreting what the Bible says about the future, it is
easy to fall prey to what happened to the “blind men of Indostan”. For we
are already “blind” to some extent, simply because the predicted events
haven’t happened yet. Or at best we see only a dim outline, and we grope
around, guess, and try to come up with reasonable explanations.

What helps in this kind of business is to see the whole “elephant” -
that is, get the general, overall picture. Then the specifics, and their
relationship to each other and to the whole, will fall into place more
easily. What we want to avoid is the tendency to grab ahold of one aspect
and insist on visualizing the “elephant” on the basis of that one feature
only.

Since many predictions in the Bible concern the near future of human
history, that certainly makes them a subject worthy of our attention. That
doesn’t mean to say that the conclusions brought forth here in this
particular study are all correct. But hopefully, if nothing else, some small
advancement in our understanding of what the Sacred Book is trying to
tell us about our future and present day historical conditions may come
out of it.

For prophecies that are in the process of being fulfilled, usually they’re
difficult to understand. With already fulfilled prophecies, we have the
benefit of hindsight. But for prophecies about our modern day, it can be a
tricky business trying to figure out how they’re supposed to apply to
historical reality. And here is where it pays to steer clear of the kind of
“theologic wars” that the blind men encountered in their discussion about
the elephant that they couldn’t see in full but could only see in part.

Along this line, it helps to keep in mind that some prophecies aren’t
even supposed to be understood until after the fact. They are only
intended to inspire our faith in God’s power and foresight. “And now I
have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye
might believe.” (John 14:29) In other cases, they satisfy our curiosity and
give us hope for the future.

And lastly, they can serve the purpose of preparing us for what’s
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coming. We may see ahead rather dimly, but at least the future isn’t a
total mystery. We can see something, usually because the prophecy has
already been fulfilled partially, and we have a bit of historical hindsight to
go on. And this helps us to see the “elephant”. It may be just a shadowy
glimpse, but hopefully, that will be enough to safely expand and clarify
our conceptions of what the ancient Scriptures have been trying to tell us
all along about the present and near future.

kkok

Note: The following study presupposes that the reader has some basic
knowledge of certain portions of Scripture, especially the chapters of
Daniel 2 and Revelation 13. If you are not familiar with them, then it may
be helpful to go over those two chapters before going any further.

Continue on to Chapter 2: Dual Nature of the Empire
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